PREFACE
Following more than a month of precursory earthquakes, a fissure opened in a cornfield of Llano de Cuiyusuru (a farm about 2 km southeast of Paricutin village) and began spouting ash and fume in the late afternoon of 20 February 1943 (Foshag and Gonzalez, 1956) . During the night, incandescent ejecta thrown out of the fissure were observed by the frightened campesinos. By the next day, the accumulated ejecta formed a mound about 35 m high thus was born a new Mexican volcano called Paricutin (Mooser, 1958b) . The eruption then continued for more than 9 years, and the new volcano ultimately grew to nearly 460 m in height (above original ground level), before ceasing all eruptive activity on 4 March 1952. Although the volcano has remained quiet for decades, the temperature in 1985 at one of the fumaroles at Paricutin measured 473° C (McClelland and others, 1989 ).
Paiicutin's activity and aftermath have spurred numerous studies covering diverse topics, including eruptive processes and products, erosion and revegetation, and socioeconomic and human impact of the eruption (e.g., Rees, 1979; Nolan, 1979) . Thus, it is fitting and timely that the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM) has organized the multi-disciplinary Reunion Inter-national Conmemorativa: 50° Anniversario del Volcdn Paricutin (18-20 February 1993, Uruapan, Michoacan) to highlight what has been learned about the Paricutin eruption and its impact. A field excursion to the volcano is planned for 20 February 1993, precisely 50 years after the initial eruptive outbreak. The videotape contained in this report is to be premiered at this commemorative international meeting, presenting scenes of Paricutin eruptive activity, as well as of people observing it, heretofore not seen publicly.
INTRODUCTION
The 1943-52 eruption of Paricutin added the newest, cinder-lava cone to the volcanic landscape of a region (Fig. 1) termed the "Michoacan-Guanajuato Volcanic Field" (MGVF) by Hasenaka and Carmichael (1985) . About 100 km southeast of Paricutin is Jorullo Volcano, which was born in 1759 and continued eruptive activity until 1774 (Ordonez, 1906; Segerstrom, 1950; Mooser, 1958a; Bullard, 1976; Luhr and Carmichael, 1985) . The MGVF region, which contains more than 1,000 Quaternary volcanic centers (~ 90 % cinder cones), forms a unique part of the Trans-Mexican Volcanic Belt (TMVB) that lacks large active composite volcanoes, such as Colima, Popocatepetl, and Pico de Orizaba (also called Citlaltepetl). Paricutin, Jorullo, and the other cones of the MGVF are considered to be "monogenetic" volcanoes, defined as those formed by a single eruptive cycle; in contrast, the large-volume composite volcanoes of the TMVB such as Volcan Colima, historically the most active in Mexico are considered "polygenetic," that is, constructed by more than one eruptive cycle. It is believed that, in general, the cones in the MGVF are "active for only a short period of time, perhaps a few months to twenty years, and rarely become active again." (Hasenaka and Carmichael, 1985, p. 107 ).
The Paricutin eruption afforded an unprecedented opportunity to study the development of a monogenetic volcano, the first such opportunity since the emergence of modern volcanology in the 20th century. During the eruption, Paricutin's life cycle birth, growth, and demise was intensively studied by many scientists of the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS), working closely with U.S. and Mexican colleagues; see Heath and Tabacchi (1968, p. 27-34) for a listing of studies involving USGS participation. Periodic reports on Paricutin's activity were published in geoscience journals, most notably the Transactions of the American Geophysical Union (see Heath and Tabacchi, 1968) . Detailed studies of the early years of Paricutin activity, as well as a study of other volcanoes in region, were summarized in four comprehensive papers comprising USGS Bulletin 965 (USGS, 1956 ). Since 1950, many additional investigations have been made of various aspects of the eruption, including a retrospective modern analysis of Paricutin's precursory seismicity (Yokoyama and De la Cruz-Reyna, 1990) . Collectively, these studies are germane to an improved understanding not only of Paricutin's origin and evolution in particular, but also of monogenetic volcanism in general.
The purpose of this report is to present in videotape format recently "rediscovered" movies previously unknown to the general scientific community of Paricutin's activity during the period 1945-52, to add to the body of knowledge about the first well-documented example of an eruption of a monogenetic volcanic cone in historical time. Specifically, this report, which provides background information about Paricutin and the movies, complements a companion report that presents the videotape only. These two reports should be used together.
ACQUISITION AND HANDLING OF THE MOVIES
The movie footage presented herein was shot by Carl Fries, Jr., who at the time 
LOG OF VIDEOTAPE OF PARICUTIN VOLCANO, 1945-52
(See Figure 2 for location of some of the places mentioned in the log) 
IN MEMORIAM
Two major participants in the studies at Paricutin were our colleagues Carl Fries and Ken Segerstrom, both of whom are no longer alive. In recognition of their scientific contributions to our understanding of Paricutin, and also of the geology of Mexico, brief memorials to them are given below: the one for Fries draws from Schmitter (1965) and Salas (1966) , and the one for Segerstrom from a draft by F. Allan Hills (USGS, Denver) for the Memorials of the Geological Society of America.
Carl Fries. Jr. (1910-19651 Carl 
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